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Ellettsville First United Methodist Church 

Thank you to Jo Anne Bowen 
for cleaning the Milholland 
Memory Garden. It looks 

great! 



 

 

Greetings, 
 
 
We usually have our Annual Conference here in Indiana during the 2nd week of June, but this year, due 
to Covid, we rescheduled it for August 15th and October 10th. I am writing this on the 17th of August, 
which is the Monday after we had our first of two days of Annual Conference. I would like to give you 
all a brief report on Annual Conference at this time, with the understanding that a more comprehensive 
report will come after October 10th.  
 
Because of the continued policies on social distancing, the venue where AC was held, Indiana Wesley-
an University in Marion, was mostly limited to only those individuals who had an active role this year 
in leading AC. Everyone else was given access through Zoom, which is an online video based meeting 
platform. As you can imagine, this created a good bit of difficulty as we worked through doing all of 
our usual business in this most restrictive way.  
 
Because of the online environment we had trouble having viable and helpful discussion around some of 
the topics at hand. While the voting service that we used when pretty well, it was difficult for Bishop 
Trimble to follow the parliamentary rules without delays and confusion. As a result, we did not get to 
everything on the agenda that deserved our attention as the policy making body in the Indiana Annual 
Conference.  
 
Much of what we didn’t address at this session will be postponed until the second day on October 10th. 
Our October 10th session is scheduled to be 100% online, so the challenges we had on day one will 
likely be exacerbated on day two. It is my hope that the committee charged with organizing Annual 
Conference will take an appropriate amount of time to rethink our approach for our next session. Let us 
all pray that that happens and that we can set ourselves up for a productive and meaningful session in 
October.  
 
A highlight of this first session is the ordination of our new Elders and Deacons as well as the commis-
sioning of our new Provisional Candidates for Ministry. It is always a blessing to witness new pastors 
taking the vows and being ordained by our Bishop for a life of ordained ministry in our church.  
 
I would invite us all to keep in our prayers, the leaders of our Annual Conference, our Bishop, and the 
rest of our Conference Staff as they prepare for the meeting in October. We are living through a very 
difficult time for the UMC. Besides the challenges that come with Covid and social distancing, we are 
still hip deep in the quagmire, as a Denomination, with regards to our policies and understand of human 
sexuality and the resulting, imminent split of the United Methodist Church.  
 
Be Blessed, 
 
Pastor Mike 
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Special dates 
 

• Labor Day, September 7, 2020 
• Patriot Day, September 11, 2020 
• National Grandparents Day,  
         September 13, 2020 
• Hispanic Heritage Month,  
         Sept. 15–Oct. 15, 2020 
• First day of autumn, September 22, 2020  

UMW 
News 
 

The past 
six months have 
been unusual to 
say the least.  But 
since we have be-
gun to have 
church services, and some meetings at 
church, I believe it is time to have a UMW 
meeting—our first one since March. 

 
As in past years, because of Labor 

Day, our first meeting of 2020-21 will be 
held on Sunday, September 13, around 10:45 
a.m. (following Sunday’s service).  We will 
meet in Rogers Hall where we can safely so-
cial distance from each other.  There will not 
be a meal and we will need to wear a mask. 

 
The two big topics at the meeting will 

be election of new officers for the next three 
years (2021-23) and whether to have a Holi-
day Bazaar and Turkey Dinner this year.  We 
will also discuss missions to support. 

 
 The UMW tentative meeting and events 
schedule for 2020-21 is: 

 
October 4 
November 13 
December 4-6 – Holiday Bazaar and 
       Turkey Dinner 
January 3 or 10 
February 7 
March 7 
April 4 
May 13 – Mother’s Day Dinner  
June 6 

 
I look forward to seeing you on the 13th. 
 
Jo Anne Bowen, President 
UMW 

Tests don’t end once you finish school. 
Churchgoers of all ages can regularly conduct 

these quick assessments: 
 
• The worship test: Do I faithfully attend wor-

ship services and Bible studies? 
 
• The weather test: Am I a “fair weather” 

Christian? Do conditions that wouldn’t keep 
me from work keep me from church? 
 

• The work test: Am I willing to put my tal-
ents to use for my church? Can the congrega-
tion count on me to help however possible, or 

am I too busy elsewhere? 
 
• The wallet test: Do I regularly contribute or 
tithe? Am I giving my “first fruits” to God so 

the church can conduct his work? 

Time for a pop quiz! 

Send a card 
 

Charles Kelly 
3043 N. Lintel Dr., Room 626 

Bloomington, IN 47404 
 

Judy Marlin 
c/o Owen Valley Health Campus 

920 W. Hwy. 36 
Spencer, IN 47429 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Cub Pack Committee 

2 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Missions 
Committee 
 

3 4 5 

6 
9:30a Communion 
Service 
11:45a UMW 
 
 
 
 
3p Girl Scouts 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
7p Scouts 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6p Stewardship 
Committee 
6:30p Cub Scouts 

 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 

11 
 
 

12 

13 
 
9:30a Worship 
Service 
 
 
 
 
3p Girl Scouts 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Tri Kappa 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
7p Scouts 

15 
 
 
Newsletter Dead-
line 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 

16 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
6:30p Cub Scouts 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
Troop Committee 

18 19 

20 
9:30a Worship 
Service 
11:30a Administra-
tive Council 
 
 
 
3p Girl Scouts 

21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
7p Scouts 

22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 

24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 

25 

 
 
10a Newsletter 
Prep 

26 

27 
9:30a Worship 
Service 
 
 
 
 
3p Girl Scouts 

28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
7p Scouts 

29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30p Cub Scouts 

30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30p Cub Scouts 

 

   

September 2020 

Church Office Closed 

Church Office Closed 

Church Office Closed 



 

 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  SEPTEMBER  2020 
 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ASSIST PLEASE LET  
MARGE CLARK KNOW AT 812-876-6799 OR EMAIL, clarkma@indiana.edu 

 NURSERY WORKERS PLEASE CONTACT CAROL DOUTHITT AT  812-876-6398 
OR EMAIL, bcdouthi@comcast.net 

                
                      Liturgist                         Greeters                         Hosting                      Nursery 
 
8/2/20                                                                
 

8/9/20             Due to COVID-19 restrictions there are currently 
no fellowship or other volunteer assignments for September 

8/16/20   
 
8/23/20 
 
8/30/20          

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 
 

3rd    Hubert Williamson                     23rd  Dana Dillon 
4th    Michelle Parks                       24th  Ann Blackwell, Carol Douthitt,        
7th    Andrea Cooper, Dan May,                    Jack Oldham, Judy Williamson   
         Logan Slabaugh                       25th  Scott Oldham, Neely Slabaugh  
13th  Wally Myers, Derek Taylor Porter          27th  Sandy Hatcher 
14th  Jennifer Cooper                                          28th  Christopher Hargitt, Evan Oldham,                
15th  Larry Butcher, Marci Latimer                    Matt Pyle   
16th  Lloyd Dewar, Jared Pyle                     29th  Melody Herzig, Shelby Williamson                
17th  John Holtman                                         30th  Julie Campbell, Amy Slabaugh 
18th  Hannah Moore   
19th  Julia Baer, Briana Lavender 
21st  John Hargitt, Carissa (DeWar) McClain  
       
     

 SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

 1st     Andy & Angie Fluke               21st   Arlie & Rita Kay Taylor  
 8th     David & Donetta Willibey *            21st   Rick & Arla Kay (Taylor) Keller 
 11th   Todd & Valerie (Osborne) Van Duyn  
 

*David and Donetta have been married for 57 years. Give them a big Yee-Haw! 



 

 

 It is easy to get complacent about those little things that can be left undone and say to oneself, "I 
will get around to it."  If the "round to it" doesn't come, those little things can be lived with and even 
grow into bigger things.  Where our beloved church building is concerned that has become even easi-
er with COVID on the scene.  We cannot use all of the building so those little things have gathered 
dust and been left for another day.  NOW is the day.  The month of September is a good time to clean 
up those little and not so little things that have sat and increased due to the restoration.   
 
 Our building is now going to have greater use.  Yes, we still have restrictions, and there is still res-
toration work to finish.  However, we can begin cleaning, repurposing space, and putting things 
where they belong.  We can help create a feeling of normalcy with a fresh, clean, uncluttered space.  
We will be having work sessions that fit the schedules of those involved.  There are times to pray to-
gether, play together, and now is the time to work together. 
 
 If you have some time to put into this effort and would like to volunteer, contact me and we will 
arrange a time.  (Valerie DeWar 812-325-4368)  If a trustee calls upon you because of your position 
in a committee or group or because you have a special expertise; please try to lend a hand to the 
cause.  All of RESTORE 2020 will not be done by the end of the month.  However, if the cleanup, 
fix up, and finalization of little loose ends is done it will go a long way towards putting our house in 
order.   
 
 As always, trustees thank you for all the support you give in talents, resources, and prayers.  We 
need everything you have to offer.  Of all the committees I have served on, I think this one is the 
most time consuming, even without RESTORE 2020.  This big project to which we have all commit-
ted is coming to an end.  I hope we stay on schedule to be done by the end of the year, but COVID 
has impacted this effort just as it has the other aspects of our lives.  Staying safe is first and foremost 
so we all understand how the schedule has needed modified.  Just know we are doing everything to 
keep as close to the timeline as possible. 

Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be constantly crossing our paths and cancel-
ing our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions.” Last spring, the whole world had plans 
canceled, first by Covid-19 and then by God “sending us people with claims and petitions.” Some 
needed prayers for healing or for coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and others serv-
ing long hours needed support: meals, check-in calls, “thinking of you” cards. Parents working re-
motely while helping kids with distance-learning needed encouragement. Crucial nonprofit work still 
required donations. 
 
Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that staying home or wearing a face mask could be a minis-
try. Or that sending a card expresses love in Jesus’ name. Or that buying takeout from a local restau-
rant can be a gift to the owners. When our calendars empty, God “crosses our paths” in new ways — 
both to be with us and to nudge us toward others (even if virtually, or 6 feet apart!). 

When God Crosses Our Paths 



 

 

September, 2020 
 

 With a brief hiatus due to COVID 19 pandemic, the Scuttlebug is back to relay scout news for the church 
and scout families.  The first things to know:  Scouting is alive and well. 

POPCORN!  POPCORN!  POPCORN!  The local council is selling popcorn and our church's 
units are participating.  The council has opted to return to the Trails End Company so some of your favorite 
items are back.  The funds raised are used to support scouting at the unit and council level.  The scouts can use 
their portion of the funds to pay for summer camp and other unit activities.  The council uses their portion of 
the funds to replenish council properties and support staff.  Popcorn sales are a win for the scout, the council, 
and the community.  It also tastes good; so see one of our local scouts to place your order for the fall.  The sale 
will end on December 20th, however, there is a national shortage of popcorn this year so you may want to act 
soon. 
 While the popcorn sale is just starting, our scouts have been busy for the past two months.  In July, the boy 
Troop 119 had a week of summer camp at the Adventures in Ministry Camp at Beechwood Lake in Green 
County.  Activities included hiking, backpacking, first aid, cooking, swimming, wilderness survival, and don't 
forget--fun and comradery.  Camp Maumee, the regular summer camp location is closed due to COVID, but 
Beechwood Lake Camp was an excellent substitute.  Thanks to the Anderson family for opening up the facility 
for the scouts to use.  While the church has been closed due to Methodist guidelines, the boys have been meet-
ing at Flatwoods Park.  Since the church is now allowing limited participation in Rogers Hall, the boys will 
return.  Upcoming events are the Hobo Campout in late August and an Eagle project for the Archery Club. 
 The girl Troop 1119 has also been active during the summer.  With small numbers, they have been meeting 
Monday nights at the church.  Scoutmaster Alane Cottingham, her assistants, and committee members have 
been keeping the girls busy with merit badge requirements and advancements.  They also had a campout at 
McCormick's Creek where they worked on skills and continued their team building. 
 The cub Pack 129 has been dormant for the summer as is usual for cubs in the summer.  With school start-
ing the pack is also beginning to stir.  With the loss of their cubmaster, Brad Waite, the search is on for a new 
leader.  Brad's departure and his great leadership skills will be hard to replace, but there are qualified adults out 
there just waiting to be found.  Someone will step forward.  Cub signup is always available, but there are al-
ways times scheduled during the first  part of the school year.  With schools closed to outside entities, our units 
will be promoting signup nights with flyers, yard signs, and other methods.   
 Upcoming events for all scouts will be the Fall Camporee at Maumee Scout Reservation on October 16-18.  
The themes are Astronomy and Space Exploration.  The leaders in charge have been busy planning some fun 
and skill-based activities for scouts of all ages and levels.  They are excited to offer this event, but they regret 
that COVID restrictions and quality activity time with telescopes will limit the number of participants.     
 Scouting is respecting all of the restrictions imposed by COVID guidelines.  With that in mind, it is still a 
great program for families.  Many scout activities are opportunities for families to work together discovering 
adventures and sharing new experiences.  That being said:  SCOUT ME IN. 
 
P.S. Remember:   
 

  POPCORN    HAND SANITIZER $30 GALLON 



 

 

Which of these was not one of the 10 plagues 
God brought against Egypt to persuade Phar-
aoh to let the Hebrew people go? 
 
A. an abundance of frogs 
B. the Nile River turned to blood 
C. the collapse of the pyramids 
D. thick darkness  

Answer: C (See Exodus 7:14–12:32.) 

You are now able to  pay your tithes and offerings 
to the church electronically. All you have to do is 
go to our church  website (www.efumchurch.org) 
and click the Donate button on the upper right 
side of the page. You will need to input some in-
formation initially to create an account for your-
self. Just follow the instructions it’s easy to do. 
You are able to select multiple options such as 
Gold Can, Restore 2020 as well as Worship to 
contribute to.  
 
If you have questions or need 
some help please contact Rich 
Samuelson or Keith Clark.   

Dear Congregation, 
 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the hymn singing on Sundays via 
singalong videos. It's really special to take a moment during services and sing 
along in your mind while watching everyone on the screen - that's as close as 
we get at the moment to lifting up voices together. I would love to encourage 
many more to contribute, especially those who can't be with us yet on Sun-
days! Watch the weekly emails from mherzig@indiana.edu with links to the 
singalong tracks. Then find a comfortable space, play the organ tracks from 
your computer and place your phone in front of you, turn the video on and 
sing from the bottom of your heart. The words and hymn pages are usually included in the Dropbox 
folder. This is also a very fun activity to do with others in your household, just gather around the 
phone - remember, it doesn't need to be perfect, nor loud, nor pretty - but a quick smile helps. And it 
only takes a few minutes, then text me the video to 812-369-8217 - done! If I can help in any way, 
walk you through the process, or whatever else would be helpful, contact me any time. If you're not 
getting the emails, let us know and we'll include you on the list.  
 
Sharing via virtual means has become the new normal and we're all getting used to it and actually 
finding some advantages. By putting the hymns and videos together we can see each other and stay in 
contact. For us musicians, our complete livelihood and work has been wiped out by not being able to 
perform anywhere. Since most audiences get interested in an artist's music when they see them per-
form live, that income stream has also disappeared - music sales have dropped off the cliff. But there 
is the option of streaming and showing virtual support, if you're a Spotify or Apple user please find 
me and click the Follow button, every follower helps to get into higher rotations for others to discov-
er the music.  
 
In any case, I'm expecting an avalanche of video texts next week. 
Monika 
 
mherzig@indiana.edu 
812-369-8217 

mailto:mherzig@indiana.edu
mailto:mherzig@indiana.edu


 

 

BULK RATE 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT #12 

ELLETTSVILLE, INDIANA 

Ellettsville First United Methodist Church, Inc. 
 

  
 

EFUMC September Happenings 
 
 
 

September 2      Missions Committee 
September 6      UMW 
September 7-23   Church Office Closed 
September 9   Stewardship Committee 
September 15       Newsletter Deadline 
September 20   Administrative Council 
September 25       Newsletter Prep (Friday) 
 

 

Worship   9:30am 
Fellowship   10:30am (Suspended) 
Sunday School  11:00am (Suspended) 
 
Office Hours:            9am-12pm Monday-Friday 
Pastors Office Hours:  Mondays10am-12pm  
Church Phone:   812-876-4792 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 317-727-5145 
Email:      efumchurch@bluemarble.net 
Webpage:     http://www.efumchurch.org  

If you are receiving this newsletter in error or wish to have your name removed from our mailing list, please notify the church office by e-mail, phone or postal mail. 

Return Service Requested 

803 W. Temperance 
P.O. Box 548 
Ellettsville, IN  47429 

September 2020


